


Important
Happenings

Volunteer Brunch
August 28

Life-A-Thon
September 11

Foster Care Fun Fair
September 25

Picnicin the Park
Septmeber 26

ECFA Auction
October 29

Christmas Brunch

& Baby Shower
December 4

All correspondence
should be sent to:

Evangelical Child & Family Agency
1530 N. Main St.
Wheaton, IL 60187

Phone:  (630) 653-6400
Fax: (630) 653-6490
TTY:  (630)653-0180
E-Mail:  mail@evancfa.org
Web Site: www.evancfa.org
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Saturday — September 11 — at 8:00 am
Faith Evangelical Covenant Church
2001 Lakeview Drive, Wheaton

SupPORT |IFE WITH EVERY STEP

Come one and all (including your dog)
to our 25th Annual Life-a-Thon. On a
day when we choose to remember and
never forget, come for a gentle three-
mile stroll, a hearty run, or a bike ride
along the beautiful trails of Herrick
Lake and Danada Forest Preserve.

Bring your little ones in strollers,
wagons, backpacks, or trailers behind
your bikes. No one is too young, too old
or too furry to participate in this

event to support noms,
dads and babies in our
Pregnancy  Support
Services program.
Remember dogs like
people too! (Dog treats
will be provided).

We will meet at Faith Evangelical
Covenant Church, 2001 Lakeview Drive,
Wheaton (north side of Butterfield),
at 8:00 am for a continental breakfast.
Snacks, goodies and drinks will be pro-
vided for the trail. A drawing for our
fabulous door prizes will be at 9:00 am.
Then you can begin your leisurely stroll,
run or bike ride. We will also have our
bouncing machine and games for kids
of all ages.

Take a stand, have a passion for
Life and help us give hope with
every step!

Call Kyle at 630/653-6400 ext. 211 or visit our website at www.evancfa.org.

Registration opens at 8:00 am - Continental Breakfast
Door Prize Drawing at 9:00 am
Snacks and Beverages for the trail - Dog treats too!
Bouncing machine and games for the kids

702vd Anual 72/ ﬂays’

The 102nd Annual Children’s Benefit League of Chicago
and Suburbs Tag Days was again a success. This year 273
ECFA volunteers tagged more than 641 hours and collected

a total of $20,103.36 from 22 different areas, each having

.r"f\\_. multiple locations. We are so thankful to all of you for your
' work on behalf of children, individuals and families in need.
The Children’s Benefit League, which consists of 10 member

agencies, collectively accumulated $41,459.42.

Churches, small groups, and individuals interested in tagging with ECFA and
the Children’s Benefit League next year please call Jennie Tietjen at 630/653-

6400, ext. 214. We need you!
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continued from page 1

The moment she saw him, it seemed cﬁ(//}&f 5/'0/(@ on //a/lf//g/ 4{5@/{5/'0/(61/(%
like everything else in the world

disappeared. The following months In your mind, think of waiting as preparation time for what will happen

had some trials, but overall everyone laten

adjusted very well. This was largely + Get acquainted with a support group of other adoptive families.
due to the planning, education, and This allows you to form relationships with other families who are
community of which Sara had taken similar minded. They can also provide a great deal of encourage-
advantage during the waiting por- ment and help you see that you are not alone..

tion of the adoption journey. « If you are doing a trans-racial adoption, research your child’s cul-

ture. Learn some phrases in that country's language. Visit churches,
social groups, and restaurants of the child's ethnicity. When your
child comes home, you can take the child with you to these fun

As Christians, it is important to
remember that waiting is done in
the presence of our great God who

1
loves us and gave Himself for us events:

(Galatians 2:21). In allowing His « If you are married, spend that extra quality time with your spouse.
children to wait, God is not saying Go on dates, take a vacation, start a hobby! Once your child arrives
that He has abandoned us, but home, alone time will be more challenging.

rather that He desires for us to lean + Continue educating yourself. Go to adoption conferences, read

on Him and trust fully in His sover- adoption books, and immerse yourself in adoption topics. Realize
eign plan for us. what your expectations are and work on being as prepared as you

He will provide us with strength can be for your referral and / or travel.

patience, and the perseverance we + Set boundaries with your family and friends. They are excited for

need. The journey may be painful, you as you go through this journey, but sometimes their frequent

full of trials and setbacks, but the questions can be frustrating. Let them know that you don’t want to

Lord is there, ever loving and faith- speak about it all the time, and when there is some news you will

ful (Psalm 89:2). be happy to share it with them. Ask them to pray for you in the
meantime.

For information about ECFA’s domestic and international adoption programs,
call Adoption Supervisor, Cristina Cook at 630/653-6400 ext. 243.

Family and friends are welcome to the second
annual Picnic in the Park benefit to support PICNIC IN THE PARK FOR PSS
our Pregnancy Support Services program.
There will be live, "unplugged" music provided by Sunday, September 26th, lpm ~ 5pm

Seventh Heaven. Mirielle will be providing balloon art .
and face painting for kids of all ages. The usual picnic Pottawatomie Par k’ St. Charles

games, food, and a raffle round out the event.
« Mike Lettieri from M & R Music ~ Master of Ceremonies « Balloon Art & Face Painting ~ Mirielle
+ Music by 7" Heaven » Food, Games, Raffle

There is no fee for this event. However, we ask those attending to bring a gift for ECFA's PSS program. RSVP
to picnicinthepark@sbcglobal.net. If you are unable to attend, but still want to donate, or if you have any ques-
tions, please call Beth at 630/625-2823 or Stefanie at 630/841-9591. Visit www.evancfa.org/Events for details
on suggested donations.
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A GOLFING (jooD TIME!

This year's Golf Scramble brought out 43 golfers to play the Lakewood course
at St. Andrew’s Golf and Country Club in West Chicago. A beautiful and well
manicured course brought out the gracious competitor in everyone. With the
threat of rain from the weatherman, the Lord
was good to give a fine day to enjoy and finish [
our golf games with just a few sprinkles.

The banquet was wonderful, with good
food and inspiring speakers. Our Master of
Ceremonies, Dennis Demoss, highlighted the day's events with the lowest
team score awarded to Don Scherrer, Nels Olson, Tim Elmer, and Glen
Larson; longest putt to Ken Withrow; longest women’s drive to Janine Petry
and longest men’s drive and closet to the pin awarded to Mitch Young.

Clive Craigen, Assistant Professor
of World Missions and Evangelism
shared a heartfelt and moving testimony regarding his family’s expe-
riences as an ECFA foster family and their process with adoption.
Then we topped off the evening with a rousing talk by Mike Swider,
coach of the winning Wheaton College football team. Both Clive
and Mike’s messages were powerful, and challenged us to step out of
our comfort zones to make a difference in the lives of others.

ADOPTION CELELBRATED

ECFA held its first “Adoption Celebration Picnic”
Anyone who has been blessed by adoption through
ECFA was invited to attend. It was held on Sunday
afternoon, June 20th, at Pottawatomie Park in St.
Charles.

The day brought sunshine, good food, family and
new friends. We had a balloon artist who made bal-
loon creations for all ages and a water balloon toss
that became a “water balloon war!” No one minded
getting wet on such a warm day. A bags tournament
was held and prizes were awarded to the winners.

Ninety people of all ages
attended and had a great
time. Some of the com-
ments heard were “What
a wonderful way to spend
Father’s Day!” “It was so
nice to meet other adop-
tive families” “We sure
hope you do this again
sometime”
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FOSTERING SUCCESS

In May 2010, Deshawn Davis was nominated by his teacher as
a prospective participant at the Junior National Young Leaders
Conference to be held next fall in Washington D.C. He is being
recognized for his scholastic merit, maturity and strength of char-
acter in representing his school. This opportunity is only offered
to the nation’s most outstanding 6th and 7th graders.

Deshawn’s teachers say that he is a role model for the rest of the
students in his class. His foster parents have also played a critical
role in helping Deshawn realize his potential. They have worked
hard to raise support from the community and their church to
assist him with travel and other expenses.

We congratulate Deshawn for his outstanding accomplishment in
receiving this wonderful award!

Deshawn with ECFA Caseworker Sonja Sjogren

FCFAs 6()TH ANNIVERSARY

What a joyous occasion it was to celebrate 60 years
of ministry to children and families at our annual
Love in Action Dinner on May 7th! Roy Patterson,
WMBI radio host of “Urban Praise” (AM 1110), was
the emcee for the evening at the Oak Brook Marriott
Hotel. Rev. Steve Worsham, Pastor of Bethel Bible
Church of Evergreen Park, opened the event by
sharing his personal adoption story through ECFA.
We heard an update about Olivia from her parents,
Nelson and Denise Clinton, who shared their spe-
cial adoption story. The family is very involved at
Broadview Missionary Baptist Church. Nelson is a
human resource manager for a large company and
Denise enjoys being a stay-at-home mom.

Soloist Babbie Mason set the tone for the evening
with her beautiful voice and a selection of her popu-
lar songs, and Pastor Mike Breaux inspired us to
see and love people the way Jesus does. Mike is a
teaching pastor at Heartland Community Church in
Rockford.

The occasion was used to debut the 60th Anniversary
edition of ECFA’s new promotional DVD. Copies
are available by request and are suitable for church
groups and anyone with an interest in learning about
the services ECFA offers.
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Christmas Brunch & Baby Shower~Saturday, December 4

Mark your calendars now and plan to attend the ECFA Auxiliary Christmas
Brunch and Baby Shower to be held on Saturday, December 4th, at the
Schaumburg Marriott Hotel at 10:30 am. The cost will be $20 per person.
It is a wonderful way to begin your Christmas season and learn more about
ECEFA, our services, and the Auxiliary. Don’t forget your baby gift for our
Rattles ‘N Things Closet at ECFA.

The ECFA Auxiliary is a group of Christian men and women committed to
prayer, financial assistance, and serving opportunities. For more informa-
tion contact Bev Stotz at 847/541-2019.

You have heard it said that “a picture is worth a
thousand words." Here is a picture of our newly
redecorated playroom at ECFA. The room was pro-
fessionally painted and an ECFA Clubhouse mural
and silhouettes were painted onto the walls by staff
members.

We purchased these products from Elephants on
the Wall and received an Honorable Mention from
them. If you would like to see it, you can find it on
http://www.elephantsonthewall.com/contestwin-
ners. Steven and Sherri Durfey where instrumental
in securing a donated, brand new wooden changing
table for us.

Visitors are always welcome at ECFA. Stop by and
see our newly decorated playroom.

Annnal Auction ~ Friday, October 29

Join us for a night of fine dining among ECFA friends at the lovely
Abbington in Glen Ellyn as we host our annual auction. ECFA adop-
tive parent and professional auctioneer, Greg Parker, will facilitate
the live auction. It will be an unforgettable evening of fun and friend-
ship, so mark your calendars today!

What makes our auction successful is the items to bid on. If you
are interested in donating cash or new items for the auction, con-
tact Kyle by email: kyleh@evancfa.org or call 630/653-6400 ext. 211.
An ECFA Auction Wish List will soon appear on our website, www.
evancfa.org.
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=Your WLL=

Youneednolongerdelaythiscritical matter.
Just call Rita at (630) 653-6400 to request
our workbook Preparing a Christian Will.
It is designed to walk you through a step-
by-step process of gathering all the infor-
mation that is needed for your attorney to
draft your personal document. There is no
charge or obligation. Call today to request
your free, easy to use workbook. You will
be glad you did!

Safe Families for Children

ECFA is excited to be
partnering with  Lydia
Home Association as a
* Safe Families Hub for
DuPage County. Beginning
July 1, 2010, ECFA began
the process of recruiting
volunteers to become Host Families for children in
need of short-term placement for their children. Safe
Families is a positive alternative to the state child
welfare system, allowing parents time to resolve
child-related issues without state child welfare

=(Our WisH LIsST=

« Foster families to shepherd expectant moms

+ Loving foster homes for sibling groups and chil-
dren with special needs

« Large toys, with minimal parts, suitable for boys
in the playroom

+ Volunteers! Call Jennie at 630/653-6400 and ask
about serving opportunities

« Diapers and baby care items (soap, lotion, nail
clippers, syringes, sheets, wipes, new pacifiers
etc.)

+ Baby clothes (newborn to age 3)

involvement. ECFA is also responsible for making
connections with other community organizations
that may refer a client to Safe Families.

There are many opportunities available with this
new program. Volunteer families are needed not
only to host the children, but also to mentor parents,
and provide support to host families. If you or your
church would like to find out more about how you can
be a part of this exciting opportunity, please contact
Wendy Payne at 630/653-6400 ext. 225.

= ECFA FOUNDATION =

Through the foresight and vision of our past Board Member, the late Henrietta Van
Der Molen, ECFA has an endowment fund which is managed by the ECFA Foundation
Board of Directors. Ultimately, it is the Foundation’s desire to raise sufficient funds
through wills, bequests, and investments to make the Foundation a significant fund-
ing source for existing ECFA services, and to initiate new programs needed in our
communities.

If you have an interest in investing in ECFA’s future, please call Rita at (630) 653-6400
to request the Evangelical Child & Family Agency Foundation brochure. If you desire

to personally discuss your interest in giving, call Executive Director Ken Withrow at
630/653-6400.

Tio et o BLFA through thee
Uritind Wy ol Metropinan Chicago
and the 2010 Ares Combrned
Findiiall Caivigadign iCFCY, silivindn
Hhis mumbser, B854 7, or the name of
Ehie BNy do o i HeguibeL.

PRI Agency

Evangeelical Child snd Family Agency

Do you know you can donate on line?

Visit our website at www.evancfa.org. Under the Contact menu choose Giving.
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Memorials and Tributes

William Bird
From: Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Anderson
Mrs. Cathy Goodrich
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Medema
Betty Newton
Mary Newton
Shirley Newton
Southwest Chicago Christian Schools
Association

Peter C. Boonstra
From: Mrs. Evelyn Boonstra

Tom Burton
From: Mr. A Gorney

Cheryll Geer
From: Mr. Harry Geer, Jr.
In memory of her faithful years of
service for Tag Days

Del Gishwiller
From: Mr. and Mrs. Harry Rohde

Mark King
From: Mr. and Mrs. William King

Clifford Kruse
From: Ms. Pamela O’'Hara
Ken and Claire Withrow

Michael Bedrossian
From: Mr. Moses Bedrossian
Because you are so sharing of yourself,
you inspire others to share also.

ILLINOIS MEMORIALS

Robert Lundberg
From: Ms. Krista Bradt
Ms. Cristina Cook
Ms. Judy Duvall
Mrs. Danielle Huntley
Mrs. Kathy Jack
Mrs. Julie Johnson
Mrs. Teri Schuman

Patty McDonald
From: Mr. and Mrs. Peter Tietjen

Lois McPherson
From: Mrs. Mary McPherson

Rose Norby
From: Mr. and Mrs. Robert Norby

Donald R. Reever Sr.
From: Mrs. Rose Reever

Virginia Saul
From: Mr. Wes Saul

Henry R. Swierenga
From: Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Evenhouse Sr.

ILLiNOIS TRIBUTES

Dante Buchanan
From Mr. and Mrs. Meredith Brokaw
In honor of his birthday

Eric Herner
From: Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Bryan
Ms. Lois Deter
Ms. Lila Ebersole
Dr. and Mrs. C.D. Fretz
Ms. Janet Jennings
Mr. and Mrs. Wendall Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Byron Long
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Martin Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Mellinger
Ms. Fanny Lea Nash
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Niemi
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Oatney
Ms. Marilyn Ramsey
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Schuck
Mr. and Mrs. David Shank
Ms. Barbara Stone
Mr. and Mrs. John Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Vic Veren
Ms. Mary Walters
Ms. Susan White
Ms. Lorna Witmer

Hillard Harold Aldrich
From: Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Shogren

Seibert and Margaret Karsen
From: Mr. and Mrs. Harold File

If you wish to remember a relative or friend with a Tribute or Memorial, just send the coupon below to ECFA. A letter will be sent to the person you
indicate and your gift will be listed in the next issue of True to Life.

My Name Amount of Gift

My Address

City State Zip Code

Memorial or Tribute to Occasion

Send Card and Letter To

Address

City State Zip Code

PLEASE PRINT ORTYPE ALL INFORMATION Send with gift to: ECFA, 1530 N. Main Street, Wheaton, IL 60187
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